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You? Show us what justice and Kkind-
ness mean in a broken and troubled
world, where hunger, violence, and op-
pression are so pervasive. Teach us
what it means to be humble in a world
where we take ourselves too seriously
and where wisdom and truth are often
scorned.

You gave these men and women such
noble intentions when they first took
the oath of office. Put it into their
hearts to be more than good Repub-
licans and good Democrats, O Lord. Let
them be lovers of justice and peace. Do
not let them become weary in well
doing. Renew their strength when they
labor long hours. Lift their hearts
when they are discouraged. When their
vision fails, keep before them the
ideals that have made us a great Na-
tion. Let them be faithful and steadfast
in all their labors, that Your bene-
diction may rest upon them all. We
pray in the name of all that is holy.

Amen.

———
THE JOURNAL

The SPEAKER pro tempore. The
Chair has examined the Journal of the
last day’s proceedings and announces
to the House his approval thereof.

Pursuant to clause 1, rule I, the Jour-
nal stands approved.

———

PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Will the
gentleman from North Carolina (Mr.
ETHERIDGE) come forward and lead the
House in the Pledge of Allegiance.

Mr. ETHERIDGE led the Pledge of
Allegiance as follows:

I pledge allegiance to the Flag of the
United States of America, and to the Repub-
lic for which it stands, one nation under God,
indivisible, with liberty and justice for all.

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE SENATE

A message from the Senate by Mr.
Monahan, one of its clerks, announced
that the Senate has passed with
amendment in which the concurrence
of the House is requested, bills of the
House of the following titles:

H.R. 4818. An act making appropriations
for foreign operations, export financing, and
related programs for the fiscal year ending
September 30, 2005, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 4818) ‘“‘An act making ap-
propriations for foreign operations, ex-
port financing, and related programs
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2005, and for other purposes,” requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. McCONNELL, Mr.
SPECTER, Mr. GREGG, Mr. SHELBY, Mr.
BENNETT, Mr. CAMPBELL, Mr. BOND, Mr.
DEWINE, Mr. STEVENS, Mr. LEAHY, Mr.
INOUYE, Mr. HARKIN, Ms. MIKULSKI, Mr.
DURBIN, Mr. JOHNSON, Ms. LANDRIEU,
and Mr. BYRD, to be the conferees on
the part of the Senate.

H.R. 4850. An act making appropriations
for the government of the District of Colum-
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bia and other activities chargeable in whole
or in part against the revenues of said Dis-
trict for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2005, and for other purposes.

The message also announced that the
Senate insists upon its amendment to
the bill (H.R. 4850) ‘“‘An act making ap-
propriations for the government of the
District of Columbia and other activi-
ties chargeable in whole or in part
against the revenues of said District
for the fiscal year ending September 30,
2005, and for other purposes,”’ requests
a conference with the House on the dis-
agreeing votes of the two Houses there-
on, and appoints Mr. DEWINE, Mrs.
HUTCHISON, Mr. BROWNBACK, Mr. STE-
VENS, Ms. LANDRIEU, Mr. DURBIN, and
Mr. INOUYE, to be the conferees on the
part of the Senate.

——————

WELCOMING THE REV. THOMAS K.
SPENCE, JR.

(Mr. ETHERIDGE asked and was
given permission to address the House
for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. ETHERIDGE. Mr. Speaker, I rise
today with great pride to introduce and
present to this august body the Rev-
erend Thomas Spence as today’s Guest
Chaplain in the U.S. House of Rep-
resentatives.

Reverend Spence is the pastor of
Leaflet Presbyterian Church, my home
church in Broadway, North Carolina;
and I am honored he has been with us
today in the people’s House. Reverend
Spence possesses rare eloquence; and as
a long-time congregant and friend, I
can tell Members he is a unique indi-
vidual whose interest and activism
stretches far more broadly than his
congregation. He has truly lived a life
according to Jesus’ example to tend to
the least among us.

Like me, Reverend Spence grew up
on a farm in rural North Carolina, he
in Harnett County; and I grew up in the
adjacent county of Johnston. The life
lessons one learns growing up on a
working farm shape your world view
and instill what we refer to as good
North Carolina values of hard work,
faith in God, love of family and friends,
and devotion to duty to those around
us and to our world as a whole. Rev-
erend Spence has lived North Carolina
values every day of his life and has
served the people of his congregation
with great distinction and accomplish-
ment. I am pleased, proud, and honored
to introduce North Carolina’s own Rev-
erend Thomas Spence to the House.

————

BIDDING FAREWELL TO
AMBASSADOR JAZAIRY

(Mr. PITTS asked and was given per-
mission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PITTS. Mr. Speaker, it is with
great sadness that I rise today to share
with my colleagues that Ambassador
Idriss Jazairy of Algeria will be leaving
us soon at the end of a very successful
tour of duty in the United States.
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It has been a privilege working with
this gentleman as Algeria’s ambas-
sador to the United States for the past
4 years. His eloquent professionalism,
great confidence, and his deep care for
his family and country have all been
reflected in his life and service here.

Ambassador Jazairy is a true dip-
lomat. He builds bridges and facilitates
reconciliation. He has been an eloquent
spokesman for his country and the
causes of peace and goodwill in the
world. He, indeed, is what one would
call a peacemaker. He represents his
nation’s interests with great dignity
and has been a wonderful man to work
with and call a friend. We will miss
him.

Mr. Speaker, I wish the ambassador
the very best as he begins his new tour
of duty in Geneva as an ambassador to
the United Nations, and hope our paths
will cross soon.

——————

REMEMBERING NEW MEXICO’S
WAR DEAD

(Mr. UDALL of New Mexico asked
and was given permission to address
the House for 1 minute and to revise
and extend his remarks.)

Mr. UDALL of New Mexico. Mr.
Speaker, I rise today to pay tribute to
the men from New Mexico who have
died in Iraq. Five New Mexicans and
more than 1,000 American military
servicemen and -women have made the
supreme sacrifice for their Nation on
the battlefields of Iraq.

The five are Lance Corporal Chris-
topher Ramos of Albuquerque; Ser-
geant Moses Rocha of Roswell; Ser-
geant Lee Duane Todacheene of Farm-
ington; Specialist James H. Pirtle of
La Mesa; and Sergeant Tommy L. Gray
of Roswell. All five have been part of
the ultimate sacrifice.

No words can ever express adequately
the gratitude and reverence that Amer-
icans feel for these men. Nor can we
ever repay the debt incurred to them
and their families, whose anguish can
only inadequately be tempered by a
grateful Nation.

Mr. Speaker, I ask my colleagues to
join me in remembering that five New
Mexicans and more than 1,000 fellow
Americans stood and fell for all of us.
My prayers go out to the families of
these fallen heroes, and I hope they
know this country honors their sac-
rifices and recognizes their passing.

———

APPLAUDING CONGRESSIONAL
CONFERENCE ON CIVIC EDUCATION

(Mr. WILSON of South Carolina
asked and was given permission to ad-
dress the House for 1 minute and to re-
vise and extend his remarks.)

Mr. WILSON of South Carolina. Mr.
Speaker, it is vitally important that
our children have an understanding of
the fundamental principles and values
of our constitutional democracy.

Last September, the first annual
Congressional Conference on Civic Edu-
cation was held. The conference was
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sponsored by the Alliance For Rep-
resentative Democracy and co-hosted
by the four leaders of the U.S. Con-
gress.

The conference established State del-
egations that returned to their States
to advocate for better civic education.
I would like to recognize Cindy Coker
and Paul Horne, the facilitators of the
South Carolina action team, for their
efforts to improve civic education in
South Carolina in the tradition of Sara
Bookhart at the High School of
Charleston in 1964.

The South Carolina action team ac-
tivities include advocating civic edu-
cation programs and curricula, hosting
a conference on the civic mission of
schools, participating in the review of
social studies standards, which in-
cludes civic education, and providing
input on the value of civic education
on the State’s school report card.

I ask my colleagues to join me in
thanking all of the participants of the
Congressional Conference on Civic Edu-
cation and wishing them further suc-
cess during their next conference in
December.

In conclusion, may God bless our
troops and we will never forget Sep-
tember 11.

REPORTS DISCOVERED ON IRAQ

(Mr. PALLONE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PALLONE. Mr. Speaker, today
the New York Times uncovered two
classified reports prepared for Presi-
dent Bush in the months leading up to
the war in Iraq. These documents
warned the President that ‘“‘an Amer-
ican-led invasion of Iraq would result
in a deeply divided Iraqi society prone
to violent internal conflict.” Officials
told the Times that a second report
warns of a possible insurgency, saying
the rogue elements from Saddam Hus-
sein’s government could work with ex-
isting terrorist groups or act independ-
ently to wage guerrilla warfare.

Sounds exactly like the situation our
U.S. troops face today in Iraq. Unfortu-
nately, President Bush and his admin-
istration did not listen to these warn-
ings. Vice President CHENEY said we
would be greeted with flowers, and
President Bush egged insurgents on by
telling them to ‘‘bring it on.”

Today’s report is just another exam-
ple of the President’s failed policies in
Iraq. He had a flawed rationale for
going to war. He did not have a plan to
win the peace. He failed to implement
his reconstruction plans for Iraq, leav-
ing the country in chaos. And now we
learn that he ignored intelligence esti-
mates that warned of problems after
the fall of Baghdad. The world cannot
afford another 4 years of this failed
leadership.

———

POLL FINDS MEDIA BIAS

(Mr. SMITH of Texas asked and was
given permission to address the House
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for 1 minute and to revise and extend
his remarks.)

Mr. SMITH of Texas. Mr. Speaker,
this week no single media organization
will receive the media bias award.
However, the public has made clear its
views of the media as an institution.
The American people feel standards of
journalism have eroded. Advocacy has
replaced objectivity.

After conducting an opinion poll, the
Gallup organization recently found
that fewer than half of Americans have
confidence in the media’s ability to
fairly report the news. And an astound-
ing three times as many people believe
the media is more liberal than conserv-
ative. To quote Gallup, ‘‘Media Credi-
bility Reaches Lowest Point in Three
Decades.”

Mr. Speaker, what we should expect
from the media, as both Americans and
consumers of news, are the facts, objec-
tively and fairly reported.

———

HEALTH CARE COSTS

(Ms. DELAURO asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
minute and to revise and extend her re-
marks.)

Ms. DELAURO. Mr. Speaker, in the
last 4 years the Republican majority of
this House and the Bush administra-
tion have failed to address the sky-
rocketing cost of health care. Today’s
news shows this problem has rapidly
deteriorated into a crisis.

Let me quote The Washington Post:
‘““‘Higher Costs, Less Care. Nationwide,
workers’ cost for health insurance has
risen by 36 percent since 2000, dwarfing
the average 12.4 percent increase in
their wages since President Bush took
office.”

In a study by Families USA, they
found the cost of health care increased
three times what the average house-
hold’s earnings have increased since
the year 2000; 14.3 million Americans
are now spending more than a quarter
of their income on medical costs, an in-
crease of 2.7 million people. There are 5
million fewer jobs providing health
benefits, and small businesses are see-
ing the sharpest decline. This is a prob-
lem that affects every middle-class
family in the Nation.

Today, we have cancer patients who
determine for themselves whether their
chances of survival are good enough to
invest in the more effective and expen-
sive treatments because they do not
want to burden their family with costs.

Mr. Speaker, we are in the midst of a
health care crisis. This administration
and this Republican majority have
nothing to say about it and have
thwarted efforts to bring down those
costs.
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FREEDOM OF SPEECH IN THE
PULPIT

(Mr. PEARCE asked and was given
permission to address the House for 1
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minute and to revise and extend his re-
marks.)

Mr. PEARCE. Mr. Speaker, this
weekend I attended the dedication of a
new sanctuary service at Church on the
Move in Roswell, New Mexico. As I sat
there watching the efforts of Pastor
Troy Smotherman come to a culmina-
tion of just building his congregation
and extending it, I thought of the la-
bors of all pastors across the country,
like Dr. Dean Mathis whom my wife
and I have studied with for over 20
years, and realize that the work of
these good and decent individuals to
exhort their members toward justice,
kindness, peace, faith, love and just
quiet living of decent lives is indeed a
tribute to this Nation.

It is entirely appropriate that, at
this point where we are going to dis-
cuss the Federal marriage amendment
on the floor of the House in front of the
people, that we recognize that these
quiet ministers building congregations
across the country do not have the
right or the freedom to speak from
their pulpits about this very important
subject.

Mr. Speaker, I would recommend and
request that the House and the Senate
consider the language that stifles con-
versation from the pulpits of this Na-
tion.

——————

COMMUNICATION FROM THE
CLERK OF THE HOUSE

The SPEAKER pro tempore (Mr.
IssA) laid before the House the fol-
lowing communication from the Clerk
of the House of Representatives:

OFFICE OF THE CLERK,
HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES,
Washington, DC, September 28, 2004.
Hon. J. DENNIS HASTERT,
Speaker, House of Representatives,
Washington, DC.

DEAR MR. SPEAKER: Pursuant to the per-
mission granted in Clause 2(h) of Rule IT of
the Rules of the U.S. House of Representa-
tives, the Clerk received the following mes-
sage from the Secretary of the Senate on
September 28, 2004 at 9:37 a.m.:

That the Senate passed without amend-
ment H. Con. Res. 161.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,
JEFF TRANDAHL,
Clerk of the House.
——
APPOINTMENT OF MEMBER TO
PERMANENT SELECT COM-

MITTEE ON INTELLIGENCE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 11 of rule X, clause 11 of
rule I, and the order of the House of
December 8, 2003, the Chair announces
the Speaker’s appointment of the fol-
lowing Member of the House to the
Permanent Select Committee on Intel-
ligence to fill the existing vacancy
thereon:

Mr. THORNBERRY, Texas.

————
ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER
PRO TEMPORE

The SPEAKER pro tempore. Pursu-
ant to clause 8 of rule XX, the Chair
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